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March 8: In Rosario, slum residents attempted to stop and loot food delivery trucks entering the city.
In subsequent fighting, police wounded six people. Police Gen. Fermin Almonacid told government
news agency Telam that most of the 20 persons arrested were "common delinquents," or persons
with criminal records. Border guards and federal police have patrolled downtown streets almost
continually in Rosario since December. Nonetheless, grocery stores and food delivery trucks in poor
neighborhoods have been looted almost daily for weeks. The government has been distributing
basic food packages, containing cooking oil, powdered milk, noodles, sugar, tea and other staples.
On the same day, women and children walked into two supermarkets, filled bags with food and
fled. March 8: The occupation of the National Housing Bank continues. University teachers met
to decide whether to continue their strike the following week. [Faculty members at Argentina's 27
federally financed universities are on strike. The teachers' union is demanding that average starting
salaries be set at a minimum equivalent to US$100 per month, about double the levels of January.
This year, President Carlos Menem's government has allocated the equivalent of $85 million for all
27 public universities, barely a quarter of public spending for them only a few years ago.] March 10:
In an interview published in Spanish newspaper El Pais, President Carlos Menem said that former
President Raul Alfonsin's statements that his government plans to close the national congress
are without foundation. Next, the president said that Argentina does not run the risk of a social
explosion of the type seen in Venezuela last year. Incidents in Rosario last year, and recently in
that city and others, he said, were simple cases of looting, and pillage. Looting of supermarkets and
fighting between police and armed persons supporting the looters took place in several cities. In
Mendoza, witnesses reported that a group of 25 people entered a local supermarket located in a
residential area and "voraciously" began eating food right from the shelves. Interior Minister Julio
Mera Figueroa blamed the press for "giving too much importance" to the lootings and complained
that "newspapers in Europe say that Congress will be closed, and that, together with the so-called
social explosion, is an invention." According to a survey released by an unidentified independent
group cited by DPA, 5,607 impoverished Argentines participated in 95 acts of "social violence" in
the Feb. 17-March 8 period. March 12: On Monday evening, the Education Ministry announced
in a nationwide broadcast that striking teachers would not be paid for the days they are on strike.
March 13: University teachers continue on strike. Federal judiciary workers announced a 72hour work stoppage. [Basic data from article by Cristina Bonasegna, 03/07/90 issue, Chronicle of
Higher Education; Radio Nacional, 03/08/90, 03/10/90, 03/13/90; El Pais (Spain), 03/10/90; Noticias
Argentinas, AP, 03/08/90; Xinhua, 03/09/90; DPA, 03/10/90]
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